The basics of towing…

What to know before you tow
There are four major components to any towing system — the tow bar, the baseplate, supplemental
brakes and towing accessories.
ROADMASTER offers a wide range of product choices within each category. Each designed, tested
and manufactured to make every aspect of your towing experience safe and pleasurable.
Important — Before towing any vehicle, consult your owner’s manual to be sure your vehicle can
be towed with all four wheels on the ground without damage to the transmission. Some vehicles can
be towed as is, but others may require a transmission lube pump system or driveshaft disconnect.

Step 1
Select a tow bar

If you select the tow bar
method of towing, you must
choose either a motorhomemounted tow bar or a carmounted tow bar.

Motorhome-mounted…

Motorhome-mounted tow bars
insert into the
two-inch
motorhome
receiver and can be stored on
the back of the
motorhome.
Motorhome-mounted bars are
preferred because they never
have to be lifted off the front
of the towed vehicle and you
always have a built-in spot for
storage on your motorhome.

…or car-mounted?

Car-mounted tow bars are
mounted and
stored on the
front of your
towed vehicle.
Designed for simplicity
and ease of use, they can be
detached and lifted off the
vehicle for storage in a trunk or
cargo bin.

Step 2
Baseplate

Step 3
Supplemental brakes
Supplemental brakes are required in most states,
and for an excellent reason — the laws of physics. At
highway speeds or during a panic stop, the inertia
of a towed vehicle’s weight significantly increases
stopping distance.
Oftentimes, the difference between a severe
accident and a close call is just a few feet.
Supplemental braking systems are designed to stop
the towed vehicle-motorhome combination in about
the same distance as the motorhome alone.
There are several ROADMASTER systems to
choose from, offering you the widest choice of any
manufacturer.

Regardless of the type of
tow bar you choose, a tow bar
baseplate will be required.
It’s custom-designed to fit
your specific tow vehicle and
bolts to the vehicle’s frame to
provide an attachment point
for the tow bar.

Question — tow bar…

A tow bar is by far the most
common method of towing. It
allows for the quickest connection
to the motorhome; plus, it’s
lightweight, easy to handle and
simple to store.

…or tow dolly?

A tow dolly is ideal for those
who want to tow multiple vehicles
without installing a tow bar or
baseplate on each one. Plus, a
transmission lube pump system
is not necessary for vehicles
with front wheel drive automatic
transmissions because the front
wheels are off the ground.

Step 4
Safety equipment and accessories

Required by law in almost every state, safety
cables (A) attach to both your towed vehicle and your
motorhome as a secondary security device. Your
towed vehicle must also be wired for functioning turn
signals and taillights while in tow. A wiring kit with
diodes (B) or bulbs and sockets (C) safely connects the
two vehicles’
E
electronics.
A power cord (D)
is necessary to
A
conduct the
lighting signals
D
from the
motorhome to the
towed vehicle.
B
C
These items can be
purchased separately or you can purchase a Combo
Kit similar to the one shown here, which also includes
a tow bar cover (E) and other common accessories,
matched to your tow bar (kit contents vary).
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LENGTH,
STRENGTH,
STABILITY

World’s strongest
TM

6061 T6
militarygrade
aluminum

Since day one,
the longest arms
in the industry for
superior stability

shown:
Sterling
All-Terrain

For decades, Roadmaster has made
tow bars that are the easiest to use
and release in the industry. We also
have been making tow bars with the
longest arms on the market giving
you the most stability available and
the most space between your car and
RV for tighter turns. For the tow bars
with the longest list of features and
the highest level of craftsmanship
and quality, look no further than
Roadmaster, the industry leader in
tow bar technology.
Need help choosing a tow bar?
Call our experts at (800)669-9690.
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A
cross section
of the Sterling AllTerrain shows its
unique eggshell
design, which
distributes stress
evenly.

Built-in channel
guides protect
safety cables and
power cord

The Sterling All-Terrain was designed, tested and manufactured to the highest standards —
• Weighs just 35 pounds, yet pulls up to four tons. Steel and stainless steel at every critical point ensure superior strength and
structural integrity.
• An eggshell design, unique to the Sterling All-Terrain and the Nighthawk (see the next page), distributes pressure throughout
the tow bar, making them the world’s strongest aluminum tow bars.
• The Sterling All-Terrain is easy to connect, and its solid stainless steel inner arms telescope, center and automatically lock as
you pull away. Once you’ve reached your destination, a unique storage lock secures the tow bar in its stored position.
• The Sterling All-Terrain comes complete with safety cables and power cord. Both are routed through a center channel for
added safety, convenience and a clean, uncluttered appearance.
• Beyond its many performance features, the Sterling All-Terrain is aesthetically pleasing — its stainless steel, metal-flake, powdercoat finish and sleek design complement your motorhome and your towed vehicle.
Other performance and convenience features include:
Includes safety cables and power cord
• Freedom Latch™ (see page 4) — disconnects first time, every time
Includes EZ Hook safety cables and a 6-wire
• Nylatron bushings eliminate metal-on-metal friction for a smoother ride
power cord.
• Solid stainless steel inner arms — for smooth, trouble-free operation
• Channel guides — support and protect the safety cables and the power cord
• Storage latch — fold the tow bar and it automatically locks in place

Sterling All-Terrain
576

Sterling All-Terrain tow bar
8,000-pound weight capacity motorhome-mounted tow bar — weighs 35 pounds
With safety cables and a 6-wire power cord with one 6-wire plug and one 7-wire
plug
586
Sterling All-Terrain tow bar (fits Blue Ox baseplates)
9284-2 Sterling All-Terrain Combo Kit (the accessories you need, matched to your
Sterling All-Terrain tow bar — see page 7)

Includes “easy on,
easy off” EZ Hook™
safety cables

aluminum tow bars!

Made in the U.S.A.

U.S. patent numbers 6,619,686, 6,957,824, 7,029,021 and 7,461,855

6061 T6
militarygrade
aluminum

T

he Nighthawk™ is a non-binding, aluminum alloy tow bar designed exclusively
for ROADMASTER’s Direct-Connect baseplates (see page 9), which incorporate
the strength of the crossbar into the baseplate. So, no crossbar is required.
The Nighthawk has the longest tow bar arms ever produced, for maximum stability
while towing.
Aesthetically, the Nighthawk emulates the clean, sleek look of the Sterling™ AllTerrain™ tow bar, with which it shares many performance and convenience features.
Unique to the Nighthawk, however, is a dazzling row of amber LEDs along each tow
bar arm that illuminate with the motorhome’s lights. The 300-lumen LEDs add safety
and convenience to nighttime towing — what was the darkest portion of the towing
system is now easily visible to other drivers, and also visible when it comes time to
disconnect.
• Non-binding Freedom Latch™ (see page 4) — disconnects first time, every time.
• Includes the safety cables and power cord. Both are coiled at the motorhome end
to extend their reach and keep them off the pavement.
• Solid stainless steel inner arms and self-lubricating nylatron bushings — for smooth,
trouble-free operation
• Built-in channel guides — protect the safety cables and the power cord
• Storage latch — fold the tow bar and it automatically locks in place
• Black matte powder coat finish — attractive, durable and textured for easy grip

A
proprietary
eggshell design
distributes stress
evenly.

Built-in channel guides
protect the
safety cables
and power cord

Nighthawk
676

Nighthawk tow bar — weighs 35 pounds
8,000-pound weight capacity motorhome-mounted tow bar with safety cables and a A row of embedded LEDs along each tow bar arm provides a blanket of illumination around the tow
six-wire power cord with one 6-wire plug and one 7-wire plug
bar, increasing safety and making it easier to disconnect in the dark.
677
Nighthawk tow bar (fits Blue Ox baseplates)
9284-2 Nighthawk Combo Kit (the accessories you need, matched to your Nighthawk tow bar — see page 7)
Note: the Nighthawk is designed for Direct-Connect baseplates. Part number 910021-00 is required to adapt the Nighthawk to Crossbar-Style baseplates.
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U.S. patent numbers
6,619,686
6,957,824
7,029,021

Exclusive features

TM

Non-binding tow bars
with the patented Freedom Latch,
storage latch and built-in channel guides

Falcon All-Terrain

Our best-selling tow bar. Simple. Durable. Time-tested. Proven.
522
Falcon All-Terrain tow bar — 6,000-pound weight capacity
Motorhome-mounted tow bar — weighs 38 pounds
527
Falcon All-Terrain tow bar (fits Blue Ox baseplates)
9243-1 Falcon All-Terrain Combo Kit* with straight safety cables and power cord

BlackHawk™ 2 All-Terrain

For heavy-duty, hard-core, serious towers.
422
BlackHawk 2 All-Terrain tow bar — 10,000-pound weight capacity
Motorhome-mounted tow bar — weighs 42 pounds
427
BlackHawk 2 All-Terrain tow bar (fits Blue Ox baseplates)
9243-3 BlackHawk 2 All-Terrain Combo Kit*
* Contains the accessories you need, matched to your All-Terrain tow bar — see page 7.

• Patented one-step storage latch
Fold the tow bar toward the motorhome and
it will “click,” automatically locking in place.
• Built-in channel guides
The safety cables and power cord can be
routed through built-in channel guides for
protection against damage or dragging and
for a clean, uncluttered look.
• Solid stainless steel inner arms
For smooth, trouble-free operation and easy
maintenance. Stainless steel looks better,
lasts longer and prevents corrosion that binds
— Roadmaster tow bars are the most rustfree in the industry.
• Longest tow bar arms available
Each telescoping inner arm measures over
50 inches in length and can be extended or
retracted independently, as well as rotated
45º horizontally. That range of motion means
there’s no wasted time lining up your towed
vehicle to connect it — just extend, retract or
rotate each tow bar arm as necessary. You
can’t say this about many things in life but
connecting Roadmaster tow bars is just like
horseshoes — “close” is good enough.
Longer arms also extend the turning radius,
making maneuvering in and out of gas stations
and campgrounds correspondingly easier.
• Metal-flake powder-coat finish
This finish exceeds all 500-hour salt spray,
extreme weather and high-impact standards.
• Self-aligning design
Just hook up and drive away — the tow bar
arms automatically extend, self-center and
lock into position.

Freedom Latch™ non-binding technology
No more binding! (or skinned knuckles, or “#%?#^@?*!!!”)

A patented cam design inside the Freedom Latch transforms linear motion into rotary motion at a 400-to-1 ratio — five
pounds of force against the latch equals 2,000 pounds of force against the lock. So you’ll never have to straighten and
align your towed vehicle to release the tow bar — Freedom Latches release at any angle or bind. First time, every time.
After all, who’s on vacation here — you, or your tow bar?
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6,000 pound weight capacity motorhome-mounted tow bar
• The use of stainless steel in virtually every moving component allows for smooth,
trouble-free operation and prevents corrosion that binds.
• Autowlok locking mechanism — allows both tow bar arms to extend or retract
for a quick connection. Then, as you drive away, the arms self-center and automatically lock.
• A patented latching mechanism ensures secure, easy storage on the back of your
motorhome.
• One-person quick connect and disconnect — thanks to ROADMASTER’s selfsupporting “quick-disconnects,” one person can easily connect or disconnect the
Falcon 2 in seconds.
• Full-length, steel crossbar reinforced for maximum support and safety
• A lustrous, high-tech powder coat finish for maximum durability

Made in the U.S.A.

Falcon 2 stowed

In the folded position, the Falcon 2
conveniently stores out of the way
on the back of your motorhome.
A tow bar cover (sold separately)
keeps your tow bar clean.

Autowlok™ System

Stainless steel arms and
Autowlok System for smoother
and easier hookups and disconnects.

Falcon 2
520
525
9243-1
055-3
066

Falcon 2 tow bar — weighs 37 pounds
Falcon 2 tow bar (fits Blue Ox baseplates) — weighs 37 pounds
Falcon 2 Combo Kit* with straight safety cables and power cord
Falcon 2 tow bar cover
Release tool — aids in unlocking tow bar arms when
bound — not necessary with any All-Terrain tow bar,
or the Nighthawk tow bar

* Contains the accessories you need, matched to your Falcon 2 tow bar — see page 7.

U.S. patent number
6,619,686

Patented Storage Latch

Quick-disconnects

One person can easily connect
or disconnect the Falcon 2 in seconds.

The patented Storage Latch makes
storing the Falcon 2 tow bar a snap!
Simply fold the tow bar toward the
motorhome and it will “click,”
automatically locking in place.
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STOWMASTER

™

America’s Best-Selling Car-Mounted Tow Bar
6,000-pound weight capacity car-mounted tow bar
• Stainless steel in virtually every moving component for smooth, trouble-free operation.
• Autowlok locking mechanism — allows both tow bar arms to extend or retract for a
quick connection. Then, as you drive away, the arms self-center and automatically lock.
• Full-length safety crossbar — a
full-length
angle iron brace is integrated into the rear of
the bar for maximum
strength.
• Self-lubricating nylon
bushings eliminate friction between the inner and outer arms. Other tow bars use steel on steel.
• Plug-welded arms — steel plugs seal both ends of the tow bar, preventing corrosion
from moisture and debris.
• A lustrous, high-tech powder coat finish for maximum durability.
501
504
581
583
9252
052-3
066

StowMaster tow bar with 2" coupler — weighs 48 pounds
StowMaster tow bar with 2-5/16" coupler (special order only)
StowMaster tow bar with 2½" pintle ring — weighs 48 pounds
StowMaster tow bar with 3" pintle ring (special order only)
StowMaster Combo Kit*
StowMaster tow bar cover
Release tool — aids in unlocking tow bar arms when
bound — not necessary with any All-Terrain tow bar,
or the Nighthawk tow bar

StowMaster mounts on the
towed vehicle and can be easily
removed in seconds!
Note: StowMaster will not fit ‘direct-connect’ style baseplates.

Autowlok™ System

The Autowlok System
makes StowMaster an easy,
one-person hookup and
disconnect!

Full-length safety strap

Although you may never need it, it’s nice to know
that ROADMASTER has built a safety strap into
the StowMaster that will prevent the separation of
the tow bar in the unlikely event the primary lock
should not function. Peace of mind built right in.

TRACKER

™

The safest, strongest, easiest, most durable,
trouble-free, 5,000-pound rated,
A-frame tow bar manufactured…
BAR NONE!

StowMaster
pintle ring

020 Tracker tow bar — weighs 20 pounds
Fits standard 2" ball
Note: an optional set of quick-disconnects (part number 201) is necessary to
remove the front extensions. Tracker will not fit ‘direct-connect’ style baseplates.

* Contains the accessories you need, matched to your StowMaster tow bar — see page 7.

At-a-glance tow bar features
Tow Bar

Feature

				
QuickPinless Built-in
		
Freedom Autowlok™ Disconnect Storage Cable
		
Latch™
Latch
System
Latch
Guide
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Multi-Axis
Swivel
Control

Type of Mount
Solid			
PowderStainless Steel
Made
Made in
Coated
Inner Arms
from
the U.S.A.
Finish

Capacity

Computer-			
Weight
Designed
Motorhome- VehicleCapacity
and -Tested
Mounted
Mounted
(in pounds)

Nighthawk

X			
X

X

X

X

aluminum

X

X

X

X		
8,000

Sterling All-Terrain

X		X

X

X

X

X

aluminum

X

X

X

X		8,000

Falcon All-Terrain

X		X

X

X

X

X

steel

X

X

X

X		6,000

BlackHawk 2 All-Terrain

X		X

X

X

X

X

steel

X

X

X

X		
10,000

X

steel

X

X

X

X		
6,000

Falcon 2		
X

X

X		
X

StowMaster 501 (with coupler)		

X

X				

X

steel

X

X

X		

X

6,000

StowMaster 581 (with pintle ring)		

X

X				

X

steel

X

X

X		

X

6,000

Tracker								 steel

X

X

X		 X

5,000

Combo Kits

Tow bars, you’ve met your match.

Combo Kits contain the accessories you need,
matched to your ROADMASTER tow bar.

Each Combo Kit contains:
• Electrical components —
• A wiring kit with four Hy-Power diodes and bulbs and sockets
• A power cord to connect electricity between the vehicles, with a 7-wire plug for
		 the motorhome (attached) and a plug and socket for the towed vehicle
		(Since the Sterling All-Terrain and Nighthawk tow bars come with power cords, their

shown:
9243-1

		 Combo Kit does not include one.)

• A bracket to mount the power cord socket
• A pair of safety cables rated at 6,000-, 8,000- or 10,000-pound capacity, 		
depending on the model you choose — see below
(Since the Sterling All-Terrain and Nighthawk tow bars come with safety cables, their
Combo Kit does not include them.)

• Two or three (9252) case-hardened steel padlocks (keyed alike) — for added
security
• A marine-grade vinyl cover (see page 26) to protect your tow bar
• A marine-grade vinyl storage bag (see below) — for all your towing accessories

Combo Kits

9284-2 Sterling All-Terrain and NightHawk
Does not include safety cables or power cord; does include a receiver
hitch lock and LubeMaster silicone spray

NOW INCLUDES BULBS AND SOCKETS!

Your Combo Kit includes a seven-wire plug

9252

StowMaster — 6,000-pound capacity
With coiled safety cables and coiled power cord

9243-1

Falcon 2 and Falcon All-Terrain — 8,000-pound capacity
With coiled-to-straight safety cables and coiled-to-straight power cord

9243-3 BlackHawk 2 All-Terrain — 10,000-pound capacity
With straight safety cables and straight power cord

ROADMASTER tow bag

The plug is already attached to one end of the power cord, which will simplify
the installation for the majority of our customers.

Keep your towing accessories in one place and
keep dirt and grime out of your car or motorhome.
A great way to store safety cables, the power cord
and other small accessories. Made from marinegrade vinyl, with a Velcro closure.

(Since the Sterling All-Terrain and Nighthawk tow bars come with power cords,
their Combo Kit does not include one).

056 Tow bag
(approximate size: 10" w x 14" h)

Why? Because most motorhomes are now equipped with seven-wire sockets.
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Tow Bar Baseplates
Why our baseplates are the strongest, safest and easiest to use…
• A better design — our baseplates are integrated into the
1,500 different baseplates availframe and undercarriage of the vehicle, connecting to existable (far more than any other
ing holes and fasteners wherever possible, for a quick, easy
company) — which fit nearly evinstallation by your local professional.
ery towable vehicle made during
• Easier installation — our baseplates are 30 percent quicker
the last 25 years.
to install, on average, than other brands — there are fewer • Baked-on finish — every basecomponents to unbolt or remove and fewer holes to drill.
plate is powder coated. In this
• Computer-tested — every baseplate design is subjected to
process, charged particles of
computer-simulated “Finite Element Analysis” (see below) to
pigment are baked into the surensure structural integrity and maximum strength.
face of the baseplate. They fuse
• Custom fit — every baseplate is custom-made to fit a specifto the metal to form a lustrous,
ic vehicle or range of vehicles.
uniform and extremely durable
• We have the baseplate for your car — we have more than
finish.

Crossbar
style front arm

removable
front arms

receiver
brace

Direct-Connect
style front arm

An engineering drawing shows the ‘hidden’ front arms (see
page 9) and a portion of the receiver brace, which is attached behind the fascia.
Every ROADMASTER baseplate is a custom design. This one
fits the 2013-2019 Ford Flex.

What is ‘FEA?’
ROADMASTER’s computerized testing
method is called “FEA,” which stands for
“Finite Element Analysis.”
If that sounds complicated, that’s because
it is — FEA is the same method NASA
engineers use to test their new designs. The
automotive and biomedical industries, among
others, also use finite element analysis.
Every FEA design is displayed as a fullscale, three-dimensional object, which
engineers can rotate and study on the screen
as they apply thousands of pounds of force
across the load-bearing components.
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A screen capture image of one facet of FEA testing for a tow bar
baseplate.

Stress in the steel is pinpointed and the
design is manipulated to remove it.
The result is an optimized design, in both
materials and components, which has been
tested and verified at maximum linear strain
— the strongest, safest and easiest-to-use
baseplates and tow bars in the industry.
ROADMASTER was the first towing products
manufacturer to use computerized stress
testing — as well as “real world” physical
testing — on our tow bars and baseplates to
ensure structural integrity, longevity and the
safety of your family.

